
 

Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act  

Higher Education Emergency Relief Funds 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION CARES REPORT 

 

The Department of Education is requiring each institution who is participating in the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES) to make easily accessible to the public – via the institution’s 
website – the following information:  

• An acknowledgment that the institution signed and returned to the Department the 
Certification and Agreement and that the institution has used or intends to use the funds to 
provide the mandated amount of at least 50 percent of the Emergency Financial Aid Grants to 
students.  
 
Okaloosa Technical College acknowledges that we signed and returned our certification on May 
1, 2020. Total allocation amount of $393,300.00, request was for first 50 percent amount of 
$196,665.00 in the form of Emergency Financial Aid Funds to disburse directly to students. 
 

• The total amount of funds that the institution will receive or has received from the Department 
pursuant to the institution’s Certification and Agreement for Emergency Financial Aid Grants to 
students.  
 
Okaloosa Technical College received $196,665.00 for Emergency Financial Aid Grants for 
students. 
 

• Of those funds, the total amount that has been distributed to students as of the date of 
reporting (i.e., the first 30-day deadline, and then 45 days thereafter).  
 
As of May 28, 2020, Okaloosa Technical College has distributed funds to students who were 
determined eligible based on the USDOE guidance in the amount of $274,000 to 355 students.  
 

• The estimated total number of students at the institution eligible to participate in programs 
under Section 484 in Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 and therefore eligible to 
receive Emergency Financial Aid Grants to students.  
 
Okaloosa Technical College has approximately 362 students eligible to receive Title IV aid. 
 

• The total number of students who have received an Emergency Financial Aid Grant.  

As of May 28, 2020, Okaloosa Technical College has distributed to 355 students.  The remaining 
7 students will have their funds disbursed NLT June 15, 2020.  



• The method(s) used by the institution to determine which students receive Emergency Financial 
Aid Grants and how much each student would receive under Section 18004(a)(1) of the CARES 
Act.  
 
Okaloosa Technical College first disbursed to all Pell eligible students as these were the students 
demonstrating the highest need.  OTC then reviewed all remaining students to determine they 
meet or would meet the requirements to apply for Title IV Federal Financial Aid.  To be Title IV 
Eligible a student must – 

• be a U.S. citizen or an eligible noncitizen 

• have a valid Social Security number  

• be registered with Selective Service, if you’re a male (you must register between the 
ages of 18 and 25) 

• be enrolled or accepted for enrollment as a regular student in an eligible degree or 
certificate program 

• Have a high school diploma, or equivalent (such as a General Education Development 

certificate GED)  

• maintain satisfactory academic progress 

 
• Any instructions, directions, or guidance provided by the institution to students concerning the 

Emergency Financial Aid Grants. The CARES Act Grant Application provides instructions, 
directions and guidance. 
 

Federal guidelines indicate the funds can be used for any number of financial costs related to the 
disruption of education caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.  This could include money spent for 
unanticipated travel, additional technology requirements, food, housing, course materials, 
health care, child care, etc. 

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements#selective-service

